
CHERRY VALLEY & ROCHDALE WATER DISTRICT 
BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING 

MINUTES 
JUNE 11, 2012 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM. The following were in attendance: 
Kevin M. Bergin, Chairman    Michael F. Knox, Superintendent 
Arthur E.J. Levesque, Commissioner  Carol A. McGrath, Secretary 
Michael L. DellaCava, Commissioner 
  

 Others:  Greg Buteau, CVRWD Customer 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   
A.  May 14, 2012 
Arthur E.J. Levesque made a motion to approve the Minutes of May 14, 2012.  Seconded by  
Michael L. DellaCava . All in favor. Approved.  

 
III. FINANCE   

A. June 11, 2012  Warrants 
Arthur E.J. Levesque made a motion to approve the Warrant of June 11, 2012 as presented.  Seconded by 
Kevin M. Bergin. All in favor. Approved.  
B. FY 2012 Transfer # 6 
Arthur E.J. Levesque made a motion to approve Transfer #6.  Seconded by Kevin M. Bergin. All in favor. 
Approved.  FY 2012 Transfer # 6 involves:  FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($5,000.00) from Insurance 
#5095 to Office Expense #6015; FOUR THOUASAND EIGHT HUNDRED DOLLARS ($4,800.00) from 
Insurance #5095 to Consulting Service #5040; and TWO HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS from Insurance 
#5095 to Field Supplies #5050 for a TOTAL of TEN THOUSAND FIFTY DOLLARS ($10,050.00).    
C. Termination List  
The Board was given a list of sixty-six (66) customers receiving a termination notice with the June 1, 2012 
bill. Terminations will begin Monday, June 19, 2012. The total shut off balance is: $5,032.10;  total account 
balance: $11,720.16. To date, there are forty-eight (48) customers remaining. 
 

IV. ADMINISTRATION  
A. Leicester Police Dept. Letter of Request 
The Board received a letter dated June 4, 2012 from Sgt. Antanavica  At the recent Annual Town Meeting,  
the LPD had a warrant article to upgrade their radio system. The LPD was awarded funds to begin building 
out their radio system.  They have identified the CV standpipe site (West St) to be a prime site for their 
radio operation.  There is an abandon sewer district pad that they could utilize. Superintendent Knox 
suggested that the LPD make a written request and sees only benefits with maintenance and added 
security.  Superintendent Knox does not see any problem; their equipment will not be in our way.   The 
Cherry Valley Sewer District Board came up with an idea to have grindings spread on the access road 
when they become available; this will be a benefit as well. There is no cost to the water or sewer districts.  
The existing weather tight enclosure was abandoned when CV Sewer District changed out their SCADA 
system. 
The LPD is requesting written permission from the District to use the tower, pad and weather tight 
enclosure long term. Construction is due to begin as soon as possible.  
Arthur E.J. Levesque made a motion to communicate with the LPD regarding their proposal, CVRWD 
approves their request with the condition that the security, operation, maintenance and a contract stating 
the release of liability is the responsibility of the Leicester Police Department.   Seconded Kevin M. Bergin.  
All in favor.  
 
B. NEXAMP Solar Net Metering Credits 
CVRWD, CVSD and Auburn Water District were contacted collectively by company called NEXIER regarding 
the proposed solar farm project at the Paton/Rutland line. In order to  
allow the companies to construct these solar farms they have to sell the contracted energy.  
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Once they secure the contracts, they then receive credit from state and local government in order to make 
the solar farms affordable to build.   Any power these solar farms generate, is required to be bought by 
National Grid.  If you sign a contract to buy net metering credits from Nexamp every month; we then pay 
Nexamp and that is basically credit to our N. Grid bill.   Nexamp would sell the replacement power to 
N.Grid and thus reduces the transportation and delivery cost on the District N. Grid bill.   Nexamp is 
looking for the District to enroll in a 20 year contract (4-5 year contracts).  The projected total savings for 
the 20 year period would be $74,000.  The only difference is we currently purchase our power from Direct 
Energy (less than $0.09 KWH) which has saved the District has saved considerable money. The savings 
trend could remain or level out. Our third party agreement will not be compromised by buying credits from 
Nexamp. 
 
In his investigation, Superintendent Michael Knox has not found anything negative. With the Board’s 
authorization, MFK will have Attorney Bachrach review the contract.  Additionally, Michael Knox stated that 
the Public Utility Regulations/Energy Renewal Program with the Patrick administration requires N.Grid to 
accept the alternative energy sources.   
 
This project is expected to be online January 2013. CVRWD’s contract would prospectively begin January 
2013.   Again, Superintendent Knox has requested a draft contract.  CVRWD provided NEXAMP with one 
year of electrical consumption; the net metering credit chart distributed to the board reflects a 17.5 % 
discount for this 1 mega watt power plant.   

 
Arthur E.J. Levesque made a motion to request a draft contract, forward the draft contract to Attorney 
Bachrach for review and ultimately make a final/formal decision at the next BOC meeting.  Seconded by 
Michael L. DellaCava.  All in favor. Approved.  

 
C. Fee Schedule  
The Board was given a spread sheet listing fees associated with the District’ operation.  The first column 
reflects the fee currently active; the second/third column reflects the 30% increase or proposed change. 
The fee scheduled was reviewed line by line and Superintendent Knox explained the repair charges will 
fluctuate with the market price of parts plus the labors charges. Additionally, the data profiling option is 
truly an exceptional tool for the District and should not reflect a charge.  Meter tests are out-sourced and 
therefore the cost would be reflective of the situation. The fees would increase at the same rate as the 
water rates subject to rounding. The increase will take effect immediately and every June 1st for a total of 
10 years (example June 1, 2013)  The rate increase will be rounded  
Arthur E.J. Levesque made a motion to approve the fee schedule as presented, effective immediately and 
June 1 every year thereafter.  Seconded by Kevin M. Bergin.  All in favor. Approved.  
D. ACO Update (see item E) 
E. SRF Update 
Superintendent Knox distributed a schedule for the SRF Funding.  The Administrative Consent Order has 
taken an interesting turn.  The ACO and the SRF update are hand-in-hand. The CVRWD signed the ACO 
based on the fact that MassDEP was on board with SRF and certain financial procedures would stay in 
place.  Low and behold, Bond Council informed CVRWD that if we were to proceed with temporary 
borrowing, there is the potential to jeopardize reimbursement of the SRF funding if the temporary 
borrowing schedule does not match the SRF borrowing schedule; and it doesn’t.   
We are a few weeks or months away from SRF funding kicking into gear and we cannot begin work on the 
tasks of the ACO schedule without jeopardizing the temporary borrowing. Superintendent Knox submitted 
a request on May 29, 2012 to MassDEP to be give a stay of time on implementing the ACO until the SRF 
funding is straightened out.  
DEP neglected to inform us; even though critical funding is with the SRF, that there was a SRF borrowers 
meeting on May 30, 2012.  This information was obtained from Bond Council.  Superintendent Knox did 
attended a borrowers meeting May 30, 2012 and was recommended to talk with Trust representative Jack 
Hamm. 
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An impromptu meeting was set up with Jack Hamm, SRF representative,  and key people from MassDEP. 
MassDEP wants CVRWD to move forward with re-sanding of Filter II and cleaning both the clear well and 
the arsenic, uranium and radon filter medium as soon as possible.  Jack Hmm controls the scheduling and 



can push getting money to the District us sooner than depicted on the schedule distributed this evening.  
The goal of the meeting is to get direction from Jack Hamm for the $300,000. It will be evident how this 
will play out Friday, June 15, 2012 when Superintendent Knox and Paul Howard meet with MassDEP and 
Jack Hamm. Superintendent Knox suggested that Chairman Kevin M. Bergin and CVRWD technician, Ben 
Morris attend the June 15th meeting also. 
The goal is to get direction from Jack Hamm regarding the SRF temporary borrowing clause for the 
$300,000 and establish a proposal to accelerate this temporary borrowing. We are looking at 3 time lines 
that need to be met to make the financials work:  MWPA Trust, MassDEP and Local Government Unit 
(orange).  We need to fit in the temporary borrowing.  
Additionally, there has been a temporary change within the work group at the central regional office DEP, 
Merilee Stone, Regional Chief, has been temporarily re-assigned to Boston to act as State Director of the 
Drinking Water Program; Dave Terry has retired.  The interim acting Central Regional Chief is now Andrea 
Lemerise (mentor- Jim Fuller who was very reasonable with a common sense approach). Andrea has been 
with DEP close to 20 years.  
Superintendent Knox informed the Board that he feels that some of the hourly testing is over kill and 
hopes to have it removed from the District’s  daily scheduled. MassDEP is now looking to have another 
test (distribution chlorite) which is currently performed quarterly, changed to a monthly test.  CVRWD’s 
results are non-detectable or very close to non-detectable.  
There will be more discussion after the June 15, 2012 meeting.  

 
V. OPERATIONS 

A.  366 Main Street  
Superintendent informed the Board that 366 Main Street is an unmetered account recently changed to an 
increased monthly charge of $46.10. There a few accounts that are unmetered because it would cost an 
exorbitant amount for both the homeowner and the district to meter these accounts. We have received 
two (2) calls regarding unmetered services and can expect follow up calls.  Superintendent Knox informed 
the board for informational purposes.  The general consensus of the Board is to take no action; the rates 
have been set. Superintendent Knox did note that the $46.10 is based on an average residential water 
cost.  
 

VI. COMMUNICATIONS 
A. Resident Request, 2 Merrick St. 
A letter was received requesting that Mr. Buteau be allowed to speak tonight regarding his May 17, 2012 
letter. The letter addresses the implementation date of the new rates voted by the commissioners on 
May 7, 2012.   
Mr. Buteau stated that the last time the Board met they voted to increase the water rates. The rate 
increase is charging people who already consumed the water in April and up until May 7 the new rate.  
Chairman Bergin stated that the rates were increased with the June 1, 2012 invoice. 
Mr. Buteau noted that this is not fair, utility companies do not do this; the June 1, 2012 invoice covers a 
period of time (April 2 to May 1) which is usage prior to the vote.  As part of this logic Mr. Buteau felt that 
the rates should have been billed at the old rate through May 7, 2012 and billed at the new rate after

 

 May 
7, 2012 and that the Board took action after the water was used. Utility companies do not do this.  Offical 
action was not taken until May 7, 2012.  

Superintendent Knox explained that the previous rate increases have always been implemented with the 
billing cycle and has been done for years. We bill in the rear and have been consistent in that policy.   
Chairman Bergin asked Mr. Buteau if he required at written response; Mr. Buteau response was yes.  
The Board does not need rate payer approval to raise rates.   
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Michael L. DellaCava made a motion that Chairman, Kevin M. Bergin, draft a written response to the May 
17, 2012 letter received from the resident of 2 Merrick Street and return to the Board for approval and 
ratification .  Seconded by Kevin M. Bergin.  All in favor. Approved.  
 

VII. PERSONNEL 
A.  Vacation Schedule 



Superintendent Knox informed the BOC that he will begin his vacation Monday, June 25, 2012 and return 
to the office on Wednesday, July 11, 2012.  

 
VIII. SCHEDULE DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Arthur E.J. Levesque made a motion to schedule the next Cherry Valley and Rochdale Water District Board 
meeting Monday, June 25, 2012.  Seconded by Michael DellaCava. All in favor.  

 
IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A. Contract Discussions 
Arthur E.J. Levesque made a motion to close the public meeting segment of tonight’s meeting and enter 
into Executive Session for the purpose of Contract Negotiations; and further move that at the conclusion of 
Executive Session that the Board will adjourn, as no additional business will be addressed.  Seconded by 
Michael L. DellaCava.   
Chairman Kevin M. Bergin requested a roll call vote to enter Executive Session:  Arthur E.J. Levesque:                                                                                      
YES; Michael L. DellaCava: YES; Kevin M. Bergin: YES.  All in favor.  Voted unanimously.   
Time:  8:47 PM 

 
X.  ADJOURNMENT 

See executive session minutes 
 
 

Respectfully,  
 
Carol A. McGrath 
Recording Secretary 
 File: FY12 MINUTES JUNE 11 2012 
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