
CHERRY VALLEY & ROCHDALE WATER DISTRICT 
BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING 

MINUTES 
DECEMBER 3, 2012 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM.  The following were in attendance: 
Kevin M. Bergin, Chairman   Michael F. Knox, Superintendent 
Arthur E.J. Levesque, Commissioner  Carla A. Davis, Clerk 
Michael L. DellaCava, Commissioner 
 
Others:  Greg Buteau, Customer - 2 Merrick Street, Cherry Valley 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

A. Minutes of September 24, 2012 
Chairman Bergin made a motion to approve the Minutes of September 24, 2012. Seconded by 
Commissioner Levesque. Approved.  

 
III. FINANCE  

A. October 22, 2012 Warrants (Ratify) – Commissioner Della Cava made a motion to ratify the 
Warrants of October 22, 2012. Seconded by Commissioner Levesque. Approved. 

B. October 29, 2012 Warrants – Commissioner Levesque made a motion to approve the 
Warrants of October 29, 2012. Seconded by Commissioner DellaCava. Approved. 

C. November 5, 2012 Warrants – Commissioner Della Cava made a motion to approve the 
Warrants of November 5, 2012. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. Approved. 

D. November 12, 2012 Warrants – Commissioner Levesque made a motion to approve the 
Warrants of November 12, 2012. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. Approved. 

E. November 19, 2012 Warrants – Commissioner Della Cava made a motion to approve the 
Warrants of November 19, 2012. Seconded by Commissioner Levesque. Approved. 

F. November 26, 2012 Warrants – Commissioner Levesque made a motion to approve the 
Warrants of November 26, 2012. Seconded by Commissioner DellaCava. Approved. 

 
IV. ADMINISTRATION  

A. Application for New Service – 9 Monterey Dr 
The new service has already been installed; however, the original new service application was 
not present at the meeting for approval or signatures. Superintendent Knox recommended to 
the board to approve the new service application at this time and they can ratify the motion at 
the next scheduled meeting when the original application is present. Commissioner Levesque 
made a motion to approve the new service application for 9 Monterey Drive, Cherry Valley, 
MA. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. Approved. 

B. Drain Layer Applications 
Ratify – Crescent Builders, Inc. – Superintendent Knox presented the Board with a Master 
Drain Layer License Renewal Application, submitted by Crescent Builders who has previously 
been an approved contractor with the District. They’re current license expired and due to a 
new service installation at 2 Pond Court, it was necessary to renew at this time. 
Superintendent Knox recommended to the Board to ratify the application. .  
Commissioner Levesque made a motion to approve the Master Drain Layer License Renewal 
Application. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. Approved. 

C. Leicester Lion’s Club – 252 Main St 
Superintendent Knox received a verbal request from the Leicester Lions Club, requesting 
relief on their monthly seasonal water bill. Superintendent Knox explained to the Board that 
this account is a metered seasonal account. He continued to explain that this account services 
the water fountain use only at the Leicester Lions Park, located at the intersection of Rte 9 
and Bottomly Ave. He informed the Board that the average total usage for this account, for the 



time period between Memorial Day through October equals to approx. 31 cubic feet. The 
current balance on this account is $176.50 (accumulated since the account was activated in 
the spring). The Leicester Lions Club is requesting relief of water charges simply because 
they do not use much water. The Board sees difficulty in granting this request simply because 
it is policy that as long as a metered service is “active” then the account will be billed on a 
monthly basis. The Board also mentioned that they also bill organizations like churches, 
legions and local fire departments. If they were to grant this request, then they would have to 
do the same to similar accounts. They agreed it would be best to follow policy and deny the 
request. Commissioner Levesque made a motion to deny the request for relief of water 
charges for the Leicester Lions Club Park account. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. Voted: 3 – 
Yes / 0 – No. Approved.   

D. Renee Rivera – 60 Bottomly Ave 
Superintendent Knox informed the Board that he received a request for relief on water 
charges from Renee Rivera, formerly of 60 Bottomly Ave, Cherry Valley. The home is 
currently in the foreclosure process. Ms. Rivera received notification of a public auction to be 
held on September 18, 2012. Ms. Rivera proceeded to take steps to prepare them for this and 
arranged to have the hot water tank removed. The water was shut off in the street in 
November; however, neither she nor CVRWD staff was able to access the meter, since the 
home was locked by the bank. The customer is following through with responsibility of her 
water account and still attempting to pay her bill. However, she is requesting relief for any 
charges added after September 15, 2012 since she no longer had access to the home. The 
Board agreed that this was reasonable, since the bank would be responsible for any charges 
after September 15, 2012 and also would be responsible for the water meter left in the home 
since the property had restricted access. When the property goes through foreclosure, short 
sale, etc, the District would disclose this information to the future buyer and or bank. 
Superintendent Knox recommended to the Board to respond to Ms. Rivera that she will be 
granted the request and will only be responsible for water charges through September 15, 
2012. Commissioner Levesque made a motion to grant Ms. Rivera’s request. Seconded by 
Chairman Bergin. Voted: 3 – Yes / 0 – No. Approved.   

E. Sewer and Water District Agreement 
Attorney Bachrach instructed the Board to approve in an open meeting session, the service 
agreement between the Cherry Valley and Rochdale Water District (CVRWD) and the Cherry 
Valley Sewer District (CVSD), which allows the CVSD to provide water billing services for the 
CVRWD. Commissioner Levesque made a motion to approve the water and sewer agreement 
which authorizes the CVSD to provide water billing services to the CVRWD and will be 
compensated for doing so. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. Discussion: Customer, Greg 
Buteau questioned if the CVRWD had a study or historical amount in how long it took to do 
the water billing and wanted to know how the Board came up with the $110.00 amount as 
agreed in the contract. Superintendent Knox proceeded to explain that as a result of 
MassDEP ACO, the Board has come to realize the expenses required to comply with the 
order. The Board discussed that it was a process of elimination and that they voted to no 
longer fund the position which would show savings in FY13 budget and it would allow room to 
address costs relative to ACO. The Board stressed that this agreement will be reviewed at the 
1st of the Year. The main point was that the ACO urgency was first priority. Both the water and 
sewer boards came to the $110.00 weekly amount as a default amount and are all 
comfortable with that amount.  Tracking of the services provided will be monitored closely and 
again, will be reviewed after January 1, 2013.  Mr. Buteau questioned why there are two 
separate service agreements. There are two agreements as advised by the District’s attorney. 
Mr. Buteau continued to question why there isn’t a service agreement for providing meters 
and meter readings to the sewer district. Chairman Bergin responded that this is all part of the 
original service agreement.  Voted: 3 – Yes / 0 – No. Approved. 

F. Water Billing Clerk Position 
Commissioner DellaCava made a motion to no longer fund the water billing clerk position and 
that the position has been eliminated as of 10/31/2012. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. 
Discussion: Commissioner Levesque wanted clarification that they will no longer fund this 
position AND will be eliminating it indefinitely. Greg Buteau: Questioned if there were other 



reasons for this elimination, which the Board replied that it is strictly a financial decision. All in 
favor (3 votes – Yes. 0 votes – No). Approved. 

G. Ratification of Emergency Water Use Restriction 
Due to the unfunded ACO, the District is required to clean and inspect the clear well. This 
process was done, the week of Nov 12th through the 19th, 2012. In order to complete this 
project, the District needed to conduct a plant shutdown. The District was interconnected to 
the LWSD to adequately serve customers with water. In order to supply everyone in the 
LWSD and the CVRWD, we have to issue an Emergency Water Use Restriction. All CVRWD 
customers were asked to restrict their water use between the dates of November 12th through 
the 19th, 2012. Once interconnected with the LWSD, the plant was taken offline; the clear well 
was drained, cleaned, chlorinated, inspected and refilled. Once completed, a sample was 
taken and delivered to the lab for confirmation to proceed to reinstate the plant operations. 
Superintendent Knox recommended to the board to ratify the emergency water use restriction. 
Commissioner Levesque made a motion to ratify the Emergency Water Use Restriction that 
went into effect Nov 12th, 2012 and ended Nov 19th, 2012. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. 
Approved. 
 

V. OPERATIONS 
A. USDA-RD Update - PASSOVER 
B. Tata & Howard Update – Tata and Howard submitted the Miex System pilot study plan to 

MassDEP for their approval. Before the study can be conducted, MassDEP must approve the 
study plan. We should be notified sometime in January 2012 of whether the District can 
proceed with the study.  

C. ACO/DEP Update – Superintendent Knox informed the Board that the District received the 
Loan Agreement and Project Regulatory Agreement documents from the Massachusetts 
Water Pollution Abatement Trust. The documents are to be executed by the District 
Treasurer and or Assistant Treasurer and returned to the Trust to be processed. Mr. Knox 
stated that he contacted Bond Counsel (via email) seeking Counsel’s advice. Mr. Knox 
informed Counsel that the Board was meeting tonight (12-3-12) and planned to recommend 
that the Board vote to proceed with the execution of the Loan and Project Regulatory 
Agreement. Mr. Knox stated that Bond Counsel responded and advised that the Board could 
move forward and vote to execute the subject documents; however, Bond Counsel further 
stated that the Board had additional requirements associated with the Loan and Project 
Regulatory Agreement documents including an Interim Loan Note(s), Closing Certificate and 
Bond Counsel’s Opinion. Bond Counsel advised Mr. Knox to recommend that the Board vote 
to proceed and execute the subject loan documents with the understanding that at the next 
Board meeting scheduled for December 17, 2012 Bond Counsel will have additional 
documents delivered for the Board’s execution, a motion prepared for such action, an 
additional action ratifying tonight’s vote and a dedicated Agenda item for the legal posting of 
the December 17th meeting.   
Commissioner Levesque moved that the Board vote to authorize the Water District Treasurer 
and or the Assistant Treasurer to execute the Loan and Project Regulatory Agreement 
Documents associated with the $273,591.00 loan offering from the Massachusetts Water 
Pollution Abatement Trust. The subject loan is identified as Loan No. DW-12-01 with the 
Maximum Principal Amount of $273,591.00, with a Maturity Date of the Interim Loan of 
December 31, 2013 at an Interim Loan Interest Rate of 0.13%. The motion was Seconded by 
Chairman Bergin. Voted: 3 – Yes / 0 – No. Approved.   

D. Filter Cleaning November 7, 2012 – Filter # 1 was cleaned and put back online on Nov 13th, 
2012.  

E. Hydrant Flush Wrap-up November 5, 2012 – The District wrapped up fall hydrant flushing 
on November 5, 2012.  The District will conduct unidirectional flushing in the spring of 2013. 

 
VI. COMMUNICATIONS – n/a 

 
VII.  PERSONNEL – n/a   

 



VIII.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
A.  Approval of Next Meeting Date 

Arthur E.J. Levesque made a motion to schedule the next Cherry Valley and Rochdale Water 
District Commissioners meeting on Monday, December 17, 2012. Seconded by Chairman 
Bergin. Approved. 

 
IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

Chairman Bergin made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Commissioner Levesque. Approved. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:01 P.M. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
Carla A. Davis 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer” 
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