
CHERRY VALLEY & ROCHDALE WATER DISTRICT 
BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING 

MEETING MINUTES 
August 12, 2013 

10:00 A.M. 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM. The following were in attendance: 
Kevin M. Bergin, Chairman   Michael F. Knox, Superintendent 
Arthur E.J. Levesque, Commissioner  Carla A. Davis, Clerk 
 

Others:  Greg Buteau, Customer 2 Merrick St.  
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A. July 22, 2013 - Commissioner Levesque motioned to approve the minutes from the July 22, 

2013 meeting. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved. 
 

III. FINANCE 
A. Approve - July 29, 2013 Warrants - Commissioner Levesque motioned to approve the July 

29, 2013 warrants. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved. 
B. Approve – August 5, 2013 Warrants - Commissioner Levesque motioned to approve the 

August 5, 2013 warrants. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved. 
C. Approve – August 12, 2013 Warrants - Commissioner Levesque motioned to approve the 

August 12, 2013 warrants. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved. 
D. Treasurer’s Report – Superintendent Knox informed the Board the starting September 1, 

2013 the Treasurer will submit a monthly Treasurer’s Report to be in accordance with the 
Vulnerability Assessment Report. Dependent upon the arrival of the monthly bank statement, 
is when the report will be submitted (2nd or 4th Monday of the month). 

E. MWPAT Financing Agreement – Superintendent Knox reported that we received the revised 
financial agreement from MWPAT which the board previously executed. This was an interim 
loan from Mass Water Pollution Abatement Trust. The revised loan will be $570,000. They 
previously initiated an interim loan with a smaller amount to get things going. However, now 
the revision is ready for execution, which will be on the agenda for the August 26th meeting.  
 

IV. ADMINISTRATION 
A. Paychex HR Solutions Update - Superintendent Knox informed the board that we had an 

initial meeting with Paychex on July 30, 2013 to begin the process of the Human Resource 
development for the District. It is anticipated that we will meet again somewhere between the 
end of the month or the beginning of September. During this meeting we will review a draft of 
the preliminary employee handbook. 

B. Lion’s Club Request - Superintendent Knox reported that he received a verbal request from 
the Lions Club requesting water at no cost. Superintendent Knox feels that we have treated 
them fairly, including providing them with an existing service when the park was constructed 
as opposed to making them install a new service line. The park uses the water to water plants 
and run the water fountain. It is a seasonal service and is terminated at the beginning and end 
of each season. The Board understands that they are an organization that provides good will 
to the town’s people however, that leads to a potential argument for non-profit agencies in 
town to do the same. Commissioner Levesque motioned to enforce the existing policy. 
Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved. 

 
 

 



V. OPERATIONS 
A. Superintendent’s Report – To comply with the MassDEP ACO, from here on in, the 

Superintendent will be submitting the following Superintendent Report. 
1. Tata & Howard Update – Superintendent Knox informed the Board again, that Vicki 
Zabierek and Randy Suozzo from Tata and Howard are taking over our account in place of 
Shira McWaters who has moved to the office in AZ. 
2. ACO/DEP Update 

a. Filter # 2 Project Update – The re-sanding project has been completed and we are 
going into our 2nd week of back flushing. The results are coming out in a positive 
direction and are looking to stabilize to the 0.2 to 0.3 range and look forward to 
putting this filter back online. Superintendent Knox is very optimistic that this will 
happen in the near future. Superintendent Knox also informed the board that new 
sand was removed because there were no detailed as-built drawings available to 
determine accurate depth of the sand media. The filters were constructed in 1944 
and in order to determine the depth of the sand media, we relied on bid 
specifications documents from 1964 that indicated the elevations of the depth and 
materials in the filter beds. Unfortunately, it was found that these were inaccurate as 
well.  

b. Revisions to ACO Schedule - Superintendent Knox reported that we are still at a 
stay of execution as far as the revision to the ACO. The Pilot Study will be mobilizing 
August 19th, 2013 and the study should begin on the 26th of August. 

c. City of Worcester Contract - Superintendent Knox reported that he received a call 
from Margot Webber and Barbara Kickham questioning a City of Worcester 
purchasing agreement. The intent of the conversation was to determine if the 
agreement with Worcester was finalized it would most likely require complying with 
the provisions of the Inter-basin Transfer Act. In his opinion, they have already made 
up their minds that if we sign a contract with the City of Worcester, Worcester will be 
required to release water into the Nashua River Basin. The City’s position is that if 
they have to release water due to a contract, then they will never enter into such an 
agreement. Superintendent Knox suggested that he call Margot and request the 
questionnaire that they indicated that they would be sending. Chairman Bergin 
suggested that he send an email instead to reflect a paper trail.  

3. CSX Water Main Project Update - Superintendent Knox provided an update to the 
Board that we have a contract from Tata & Howard for resident engineering services for the 
project. The CSX rep contacted Superintendent Knox suggested that we send him an invoice 
for the total amount instead of executing an agreement. This amount will be invoiced and 
placed into a revolving account to be distributed to Tata & Howard. Superintendent Knox also 
relayed to the Board that at the Selectman’s Meeting tomorrow night, there will be an agenda 
item to reflect a licensing authorization to grant a temporary easement to relocate the water 
line. 
4. Termination Policy - Superintendent Knox brought up the subject of termination 
policies regarding laws that stipulate when a tenant’s water can be terminated and what 
protection they have in regards to an “infant” plead.  Superintendent Knox recommended to 
the Board that we tweak the policy in regard to termination to reflect this issue. Commissioner 
Levesque motioned to agree to move forward with syncing our rules and regulations to reflect 
the certain law in regard to terminations. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. 
Approved. 
5. 1030 Stafford Street - Superintendent Knox informed the Board that Barry Bachrach 
has served the owner of 1030 Stafford Street with a violation delivered by the Sherriff’s Office 
in regard to Backflow compliance. If response and action is not received within 14 days of 
receipt, a non-compliance complaint will be issued to the owner and another violation notice 
will be served which will then be turned over to the District’s Attorney Office.  



6. Vulnerability Assessment Report - Superintendent Knox informed the Board that there 
are items as already talked about that will be implemented now and in the months to come. 
This is something that the state is enforcing.  

  
VI. COMMUNICATIONS 

 
VII. PERSONNEL 

 
VIII. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

A. Approval of Next Meeting Date – Commissioner Levesque motioned to hold the next 
meeting on Monday; August 26, 2013 at 10:00 A.M. Chairman Bergin seconded the motion. 
All in favor. Approved. 
  

IX. ADJOURNMENT – Commissioner Levesque motioned to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by 
Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved. Meeting adjourned at 11:13 A.M.  
 

X. Commissioner Levesque motioned to reconvene the meeting due to a last minute communication. 
Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved. Meeting reconvened at 11:14 A.M.  

 
John Graham’s office can no longer perform our annual audits due to added layers brought forth 
by USDA when providing our loans. John Graham’s office does not hold the credentials to conduct 
such audits containing those added layers. The auditing will now be conducted by P.L. Jones 
whom also conducts the audits for the Cherry Valley Sewer District. The initial start-up of the audit 
will be held here at the office to start the process. 

 
ADJOURNMENT – Commissioner Levesque motioned to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. 
All in favor. Approved. Meeting adjourned at 11:18 A.M. 

 
 
 

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider, and employer.” 
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