
 
CHERRY VALLEY & ROCHDALE WATER DISTRICT 
BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

March 24, 2014 
          10:00 A.M. 

  
I.  CALL TO ORDER  

The Meeting was called to order at 10:02AM. The following were in attendance: 
 Kevin M. Bergin, Chairman   Michael F. Knox, Superintendent 
 Arthur E.J. Levesque, Commissioner  Michael L. DellaCava, Sr., Commissioner   

Carla Davis, Clerk 
  
 Others: Greg Buteau, Customer 2 Merrick St. 
 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. March 10, 2014 – Commissioner DellaCava motioned to approve the Minutes of March 10, 2014. 
Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved. 

    
III.    FINANCE  

A. Approve – Warrants March 17, 2014 Commissioner DellaCava motioned to approve the March 
17, 2014 warrants. Seconded by Commissioner Levesque. All in favor. Approved. 

B. Approve – Warrants March 24, 2014 Commissioner Levesque motioned to approve the March 
24, 2014 warrants. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in Favor. Approved. 

C. Treasurer’s Report – Jennifer Wood, Treasurer reviewed February’s Treasurers Report with the 
board. 

D. FY15 Budget (draft) – The board reviewed the FY15 budget draft. Superintendent Knox 
informed the board that due to the efforts of the Jen, Carla and Ben, we are ahead of schedule 
with the preliminary budget. Because of this, not all items are finalized, as we do not have some of 
the forecasted increases as of yet. Many line items on the budget remain the same, however one 
line item labeled “Computer” has been removed and in its place, a new line item labeled 
“Technology” takes its place to include a broader description rather than being held to one specific 
physical item. Other new items such as new regulations from the Dept of Safety include new 
requirements for hydraulic licenses which will affect operators training, thus will increase the 
continuing education line item. Once the board was updated on the proposed budget, 
Superintendent Knox asked the board if they needed further detail. Chairman Bergin indicated 
that he would like to see any of the new changes in further detail, however, everything else is 
standard boilerplate and is not necessary to include. Chairman Bergin also questioned whether or 
not we should look into increasing the legal ad line item to look ahead to possible informational 
meetings that we may hold. He also mentioned the possibility of increasing the reserve account 
for possible fall back. This will be considered as we get closer to number crunching and finalizing 
the budget once we receive all final increase updates. Commissioner DellaCava questioned what 
the impact will be on the budget if we are required to connect to the City of Worcester. 
Superintendent Knox stated that this will have to be a separate line item insert that will be added 
to the budget once we receive the final order from MassDEP.  

E. FY15 Rate Increase – Commissioner DellaCava motioned that the year three (3) rate increase, 
approved at the May 7, 2012 meeting will be effective May 1, 2014 and reflected on the July 1, 
2014 water bills. Seconded by Commissioner Levesque. All in favor. Approved. 

 
IV.  ADMINISTRATION  

A. By-law Revisions – Superintendent Knox updated the Board on the proposed bylaw changes to 
be voted on at the upcoming Annual Meeting. Article 9 will include changes to Article XI-Meetings 
which is a quorum by-law that requires fifteen (15) voters to be present at meetings. Said article 
will include the bylaw change from 15 to 10 voters. Another bylaw change will be Article 10 to 
remove the words “Treasurer” and Clerk.” This will result in another change to be made in Article 



11, where we will ask voters to change the process of annually “electing” a Treasurer and Clerk 
and change to “appointed”. Superintendent Knox explained to the board that he believes that the 
current process of electing the Treasurer and Clerk is a bit archaic and should be an appointed 
position to avoid electing someone by popular vote that may or may not have the appropriate 
qualifications. Commissioner Levesque motioned to accept the bylaw changes as proposed. The 
bylaw changes will appear on the Annual Meeting Warrant and will be presented to the District 
Clerk by said time requirement, which is three (3) weeks prior to the Annual meeting. Seconded 
by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved. 

B. May 15, 2014 Annual Warrant (draft) – This warrant is a boiler plate warrant with the exception 
of bylaw changes which was stated and reviewed in Administration – A. 

C. Outside Articles – No outside articles will be added. The articles are boiler plate articles with the 
exception of bylaw changes which was stated and reviewed in Administration – A. 

D. Public Notification – Will be submitting to our customers an annual notification of the rate 
increase which will be in effect July 1, 2014. This notification will be included in the May 1, 2014 
bills. 

  
V.  OPERATIONS  

A. Superintendent’s Report  
1. Tata & Howard Update  

a. Scope of work for permanent interconnection with the City of Worcester – MassDEP 
requested a schedule for the permanent interconnection with the COW. This was generated by 
Tata and Howard and submitted to MassDEP. Since then, Bond Council has come back to 
report that the District will not be able to use current approved SRF funds for the construction of 
the COW interconnection because it changes the original intent. However, it does allow us to 
spend money to do studies and analysis to take the next step toward a permanent 
interconnection which we will bring forth to the voters of the District. If we want to proceed with 
construction, we would have to go back to the voters for approval of additional funding before 
any construction may begin.  
c. Contract revision – Due to the SRF funds changes that will need to be addressed, we need 
to revise the contract with Tata & Howard. This will remove the Pilot Study scope and revise the 
scope of work in relation to the COW interconnection. The dollar value will remain the same; 
the only changes pertain to the scope of the project. Commissioner Levesque motioned to 
approve the Tata & Howard contract which total amount is $225,800.00. Seconded by 
Commissioner DellaCava. All in favor. Approved. 

2. ACO/DEP Update  
a. Review of Sanitary Survey –  

i. March 31st/April 1st Pending deliverables – Superintendent Knox explained to 
the Board that we have been preparing the revisions for new requirements in 
relation to the listed deficiencies on the Sanitary Survey Results. All of these new 
requirements are due on the above listed dates. Many of these revisions were 
explained to the board by Superintendent Knox. He made the board aware of 
some of the redundant requirements listed by MassDEP. The larger issue that 
Superintendent Knox is concerned with is their requirement for us to provide them 
with managerial, technical and financial practices. They also want us to come up 
with a SOP for a memo of understanding to do with Fire Hydrant maintenance, 
procedures and responsibilities. Superintendent Knox firmly believes that this 
should come from the Town of Leicester since they are the owners of all fire 
hydrants in the District. 

ii. Budget Impact – Superintendent Knox believes that the new ACO requirements 
from MassDEP should be added as separate line item when approving related 
funds. We may see this in next year’s (FY16) budget.  

b. Revisions to ACO Schedule – MassDEP informed us that they have transferred items 
from the Sanitary Survey Report to the ACO, they are as follows: conduct and submit an 
updated hydraulic study, take corrective actions to prevent flooding in the chemical 
addition manhole, install a booster chlorination station at each of the standpipes. 
MassDEP indicated that these items will be included in the revised ACO however; we still 



have NOT received an official revised ACO from MassDEP to date. As far as the annual 
meeting is concerned, we will handle normal annual meeting issues only and will then hold 
a special meeting at a later date to deal directly with ACO issues and requirements. 

c. City of Worcester Emergency Contract – No update. 
3. 1030 Stafford Street – Superintendent Knox informed the board that MassDEP is scheduling a 

meeting with Skip Shea to see if they can resolve the ongoing backflow issues. 
4. Terminations/Notifications – The board reviewed the enclosed termination notice which will 

be inserted into the April 1, 2014 bills with terminations to beginning on Wednesday, April 16, 
2014. 

5. Comins Road Closure/Temp Water Main – Starting today, Comins Road will be closed due 
to a culvert replacement. During this project, we will be replacing the water main which will 
result in a temporary disruption of water service. We will notify customers in that area with 
notices that will be distributed door to door.   

6. 2013 Annual Statistical Report Results - Superintendent Knox reported to the board that the 
ASR was submitted to MassDEP. The highlight of the ASR is that CVRWD is in compliance 
with the less than 65 GPCPD at 43 and the UAW less than 10% at 3.2%. 

 
VI.  COMMUNICATIONS  
  
VII.  PERSONNEL  
  
VIII.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING   

A. Commissioner Levesque motioned to hold the next meeting on Monday, April 14, 2014 at 10:00 A.M. 
Chairman Bergin seconded the motion. All in Favor. Approved.  

 
 IX.  ADJOURNMENT – Commissioner Levesque motioned to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Chairman 

Bergin. All in favor. Approved. Meeting adjourned at 11:53 A.M.  
 
 
 

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider, and employer.” 


