
 
CHERRY VALLEY & ROCHDALE WATER DISTRICT 
BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING 

 
MEETING MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 23, 2015 

          10:00 A.M. 
  

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The District Meeting was called to order by Kevin M. Bergin at 10:01 AM. 
 
The following were in attendance: 
Kevin M. Bergin, Chairman   Michael F. Knox, Superintendent 
Arthur E.J. Levesque, Commissioner  Michael L. DellaCava, Commissioner 
Carla Davis, Clerk                 Greg Buteau, CVRWD Customer   
Paul Howard, Tata & Howard   Amanda Cavaliere, Tata & Howard 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. January 26, 2015 - Commissioner Levesque motioned to approve the Minutes of January 26, 
2015. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved.  
 

III. FINANCE 
A. February 2, 2015 Warrants - Commissioner Levesque motioned to approve the February 2, 

2015 warrants. Seconded by Chairman Bergin, All in favor. Approved. 
B. February 9, 2015 Warrants - Commissioner Della Cava motioned to approve the February 9 

warrants. Seconded by Chairman Bergin, All in favor. Approved. 
C. February 16, 2015 Warrants - Commissioner Levesque motioned to approve the February 16, 

2015 warrants. Seconded by Chairman Bergin, All in favor. Approved. 
D. February 23, 2015 Warrants - Commissioner Della Cava motioned to approve the February 23, 

2015. Seconded by Chairman Bergin, All in favor. Approved. 
E. Treasurer’s Report – Jen Wood gave the Commissioners her treasurer’s report for January 

2015. 
 

IV. ADMINISTRATION 
A. Reminder – OML and Ethics Certification – Superintendent Knox reminded the board that they 

still need to complete the online ethics and open meeting law training.  
 

V. OPERATIONS 
A. Superintendent’s Report 

1. Tata & Howard Update 
a. Alternate Water Supply Evaluation  

2. ACO/DEP Update – Superintendent Knox distributed minutes of the meeting held last week 
at MassDEP-Worcester. The meeting was attended by representatives of MassDEP-CRO; 
Marielle Stone, Bob Bostwick, Barbara Kickham, MassDCR ; Linda Hutchins; Anne Carroll, 
Tata and Howard; Paul Howard; Amanda Cavaliere; Paul Howard, City of Worcester, Phil 
Guerin; CVRWD, Kevin Bergin; Michael Knox. The purpose of the meeting was to receive a 
presentation from MassDCR on the application and submittal requirements associated with 
the Inter Basin Transfer Act’s requirements leading to a “determination of insignificance”. This 
meeting was also the result of MassDEP’s position that CVRWD has exhausted all options 
available to enhance its existing water treatment facility and shall connect to and purchase its 
future water supply from the City of Worcester. Included in the discussions was MassDEP’s 
will revise the existing provisions of the ACO and therefore establish a revised schedule 
acting as CVRWD’s revised compliance schedule. CVRWD will have the opportunity to 
comment and requests adjustments to the schedule after it completes its own in house 
review. It was clear that MassDEP will require CVRWD to develop a schedule that includes 
the Inter Basin Act application process, the scheduling of a District Meeting to authorize the 
design and construction of the interconnection with the City of Worcester and the activation 
date. Included in the discussions was the fact that the final approval will be by the Mass 
Water Resource Commission. CVR and the City of Worcester made it clear that the final 



approval from the Water Resource Commission must not include any conditions and or 
environmental offsets and that the City of Worcester will require written confirmation that the 
“determination of insignificance” will have no immediate or future demands. Any attempt to 
include said conditions will result in the City of Worcester immediate withdrawal of the project 
and no sale of water to CVRWD. Mr. Knox did reaffirm to the Board that the connection and 
purchase of water from the City of Worcester at the current rates will result in   at least 150% 
increase in water rates. Not included in the rate increase is the capital costs to construct the 
interconnection, costs to complete the provisions cited in the revised ACO. Commissioner 
Levesque questioned the status of Moose Hill Reservoir. MassDEP made it clear that 
CVRWD would not be allowed to wait for development of the Moose Hill even if it was a 
viable option. This whole problem surfaced when the ACO was initiated. To recap, MassDEP 
agreed to the Pilot Study, however in midst of the study, MassDEP made revisions to the 
turbidity regulations to .1 and .3 which is levels that only conventional treatment plants can 
meet, and do not apply to our district (slow sand filtration). This change has made it 
impossible for us to meet, which resulted in the pilot study failure. The reality now is that we 
are being forced to go through the application process to permanently connect to the COW. 
The board needs to take an official position in regard to the application process. Paul Howard 
suggested processing an amendment to the original alternate water supply contract to move 
forward with the application process. MassDEP wants an official application submittal before 
April 9, 2015. Paul and Amanda will start the application to DCR and will submit it hopefully 
by mid-march, DCR will review and will submit it to the Water Resource commission on April 
9th and will hopefully have a decision by the May 7th meeting. Once a determination is made, 
we will need to begin the design and construction which will need to go to voters of the 
district. Most likely there will not be time to present this to the voters at the Annual Meeting. It 
will most likely be at a special district meeting in June or July. Superintendent Knox 
recommended to the board that they motion to move forward with the application process. 
Motioned by Commissioner Levesque, seconded by Chairman Bergin that Tata & Howard 
prepare the Inter Basin Transfer Act application process asking for .6 MGD. Superintendent 
Knox questioned whether the District should increase its request to the maximum available 
(.76 MGD). Paul Howard cautioned as it would require the District to back up the request and 
the historical usage data supports the .6 MGD request. Mr. Buteau questioned whether the 
District had the authorization to spend funds on the IBTA Application. Superintendent Knox 
indicated that he has confidence that this will and has been approved by bond council. All in 
favor. Approved. 

3. Operation Treatment 
4. Operation Distribution 

a. Water Quality – Pleasant St. Update – nothing new to report 
b. 151 Main Street, Leak and claim – nothing new to report 

 
VI. COMMUNICATIONS – We received calls about an insurance letter and water testing letter being 

offered to customers in the district. A third party company is sending letters to customers offering 
water service replacement insurance. We tell customers that we are not affiliated nor do we endorse 
the offer.  
 

VII. PERSONNEL 
 

VIII. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
A. Commissioner Levesque motioned to hold the next meeting on March 9, 2015 at 10:00 A.M. 

Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved. 
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 
Commissioner DellaCava motioned to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Commissioner Levesque. 
All in favor. Approved. Meeting adjourned at 11:45 A.M.  
 
 

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider, and employer.” 


