
 

CHERRY VALLEY & ROCHDALE WATER DISTRICT 
BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

January 11, 2016 
          10:00 A.M. 

  
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The Meeting was called to order by Kevin M. Bergin at 10:30 AM. 
 
The following were in attendance: 
Kevin M. Bergin, Chairman   Arthur E.J. Levesque, Commissioner   
Michael F. Knox, Superintendent  Greg Buteau, CVRWD Customer  

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. December 14, 2015 - Commissioner Levesque motioned to approve the Minutes of 
December 14, 2015. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved.  

 
III. FINANCE  

A. December 14, 2015 Warrants - Commissioner Levesque motioned to approve the 
December 14, 2015 warrants. Seconded by Chairman Bergin, All in favor. Approved. 

B. December 21, 2015 Warrants - Commissioner Levesque motioned to approve the 
December 21, 2015 warrants. Seconded by Chairman Bergin, All in favor. Approved. 

C. December 28, 2015 Warrants - Commissioner Levesque motioned to approve the 
December 28, 2015 warrants. Seconded by Chairman Bergin, All in favor. Approved. 

D. January 4, 2016 Warrants - Commissioner Levesque motioned to approve the January 
4, 2016 warrants. Seconded by Chairman Bergin, All in favor. Approved. 

E. January 11, 2016 Warrants - Commissioner Levesque motioned to approve the 
January 11, 2016 warrants. Seconded by Chairman Bergin, All in favor. Approved. 

 
IV. ADMINISTRATION 

 
V. OPERATIONS 

A. Superintendent’s Report 
1. COW Trial Inter-connection – Superintendent Knox reported that we activated the 

trial interconnection with the COW. The trial was run from 8:15 am through 12pm on 
January 6, 2016. Much to his surprise the pressure remained the same at the hydrant 
which he was very happy to see. What we learned though, was when tracking the 
standpipe pressure, it was evident that the West St tank gained elevation quickly. 
However, the Greenville standpipe did not. In fact, it lost elevation and slowly 
decreased throughout the trial. We will need to study the hydraulic process with Tata 
and Howard. They are developing a model with the information received from the trial. 
The info received from the trial will give us a better idea of what we’re looking at. The 
bottom line is that we cannot simply turn on the valve to the COW and expect to see 
no impact or change to our day-to-day operations. 

2. Reservoir Elevation – Superintendent Knox was happy to report that the reservoir is 
now at 6’ 7.” We should see even more of an increase of elevation coming and is 
pleased with the level we’re at. We can remove the restriction now if the board 
chooses. The Board agreed that they wish to hold off until next meeting to see where 
we’re at. 

3. Trihalomethane NON Response – According to MassDEP, we reached an OEL 
(Operating Exceedance Level) status. With this, we have to issue a response to 
correct this. A notice was included as an insert and mailed to all customers with the 
January 1, 2016 bills. 

4. Slow Sand Filter # 1 – Filter # 1 was cleaned and put back online, per our schedule 



set by MassDEP. The Superintendent mentioned that Bob Hoyt is now working for 
MassDEP as a consultant. Bob contacted the Superintendent and requested a 
meeting. During the meeting, Bob asked the Superintendent why we were cleaning 
the filters so often. The superintendent told him that it is required by MassDEP as 
stated in our ACO. He asked why the cleaning wasn’t based on head-loss. The 
superintendent mentioned that it’s the way we used to do it but MassDEP changed it 
in the ACO. Sometime after the meeting, Mike received a call from Bob and said that 
after speaking with others from MassDEP, they decided we could resume filter 
cleaning by head loss. Also, the Superintendent learned that MassDEP are having 
discussions to limit our annual daily average to our current limit of 270,000 gallons per 
day. This amount does not reflect the additional 120,000 gallons per day available 
from the Grindstone Well. What’s unclear at this time, does the 270,000 include the 
Grindstone Well? 

VI. Grindstone Media Update – The old media has been completely removed from both filter vessels. 
Currently we are waiting for the shipment of the new media. After all is done, we could see the well 
back online as early as Jan 22nd. Worst case scenario is by end of month. The new media change 
out timeline is 18 months. In planning ahead for future operating budgets, we will now need to 
include an additional $20,000 annually to plan for this 18 month media removal/replacement 
schedule. 

VII.  
COMMUNICATIONS 

A. 999 Stafford St – The Board reviewed a customer complaint call report taken by a staff 
member. This customer complained about the rates and water quality and wanted to be sure the 
Board knew. 

B. Added item: A risk analysis company contacted the Superintendent and would like to come in 
and make a presentation to the Board. The Superintendent distributed the package that they 
provided and asked the Board to review it and get back to him on whether they would like to 
schedule a meeting or not. 

VIII. PERSONNEL 

A. Operator Update – Our operator Roger, has a doctor’s appointment scheduled for Wednesday, 
January 13, 2016. It is hopeful we will have some answers and clarification as to what his 
treatment process and schedule will be. Also, our other operator Ben and his wife are expecting 
a baby on February 2nd, 2016. It may be likely that the Superintendent will be the only one 
running operations for a few weeks. 
 

IX. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

A. Approval of Next Meeting - Commissioner Levesque motioned to hold the next meeting on 
January 25, 2016 at 10:00 A.M. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved. 

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

Commissioner Levesque motioned to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in 
favor. Approved. Meeting adjourned at 11:14 A.M.  

 
 
 

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider, and employer.” 


