
 

CHERRY VALLEY & ROCHDALE WATER DISTRICT 
BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING 

 
MEETING MINUTES 
November 23, 2015 

          10:00 A.M. 
  

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The Meeting was called to order by Kevin M. Bergin at 10:03 AM. 
 
The following were in attendance: 
Kevin M. Bergin, Chairman   Arthur E.J. Levesque, Commissioner   
Michael F. Knox, Superintendent  Michael L. DellaCava, Commissioner 
Donald G. Manseau, CVSD Chairman  Victor M. Taylor, CVSD Commissioner 
Gary Milliard, Customer    Greg Buteau, CVRWD Customer  

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. November 9, 2015 - Commissioner DellaCava motioned to approve the CVRWD Minutes of 
November 9, 2015. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved.  
 

III. FINANCE – CVRWD Warrants 
A. November 16, 2015 Warrants - Commissioner DellaCava motioned to approve the 

November 16, 2015 warrants. Seconded by Chairman Bergin, All in favor. Approved. 
B. November 23, 2015 Warrants - Commissioner DellaCava motioned to approve the 

November 23, 2015 warrants. Seconded by Chairman Bergin, All in favor. Approved. 
 

IV. ADMINISTRATION 
A. Leak Abatement Request – Mr. Milliard of 25 Mill Street, Rochdale, MA was present to state 

his case in regard to his high water bill which has been accumulating over the past few 
months due to a large leak in the basement. The tenant that rents from him has been 
collecting his mail in a Budweiser box on his front porch. The owners weren’t receiving their 
water bills or any other mail. They had no idea that the tenant had a leak or was collecting 
their own personal mail. Since learning about the leak, which caused an extremely high water 
bill over the past several months as well as finding their missing mail, they have taken steps to 
resolve this problem. The Board conversed with Mr. Milliard over concerns and questions they 
had. The Board decided to table their decision so they would have time to consider his 
request and will continue deliberation at their next meeting on December 14th 2016.  

B. Disability Policy – Discussions were continued on the possibility of providing a disability policy 
to District employees. The Treasurer and Chairman have collectively conducted research on 
this matter. In addition to a standard policy, the Chairman also collected additional information 
specifically on Mr. Bouley’s personal disability policy. After much Board discussion, it was 
agreed that the District will mirror the FMLA Act for family leave which will be unpaid. The 
Chairman suggested for the future, that we receive quotes for a baseline short term policy for 
the district. The Superintendent recommended that it would be best to continue preparing 
research from different agencies before a final decision is made. If we proceed with a District 
policy, it would be unpaid with a specific timeframe (4 or 8 weeks – disability) (8 weeks – 
parental) both, without pay. If we proceed and select premiums, this would not take effect until 
FY17. Commissioner DellaCava moved to accept the proposed Disability and Parental policy, 
mirroring the Mass FMLA which is standard of 12 weeks (3 months) and no more, unpaid. 
Seconded by Commissioner Levesque. All in favor. Approved. 

 
V. OPERATIONS 

A. Superintendent’s Report  
1. Reservoir Elevation – We have received additional rainfall that has increased the 

reservoir level to 5’3” which is a great improvement. Maintaining and increasing this 



would be ideal, however, with impeding ice buildup, we could see a drop in reservoir 
level and at that time is when we would need to take action.  

2. Worcester Interconnection – The Superintendent informed the board that in order to 
prepare for a possible emergency interconnection with the City of Worcester, we would 
need to conduct a trial interconnection. This trial would be no longer than 2 days with an 
associated cost of $5,000 (worst case scenario). The Superintendent spoke with the 
City of Worcester and they informed him that they will not waive fees associated with 
the trial interconnection. This is driven by a Stage 1 Drought Warning that the City of 
Worcester has received. If the drought warning goes into effect, they agreed to still help 
us but we will receive additional restrictions and perhaps additional fees. If this 
happens, the City of Worcester will need to activate the shaft from MWRA. The cost 
associated with that could potentially be passed on to us as well. This has revised the 
Superintendents thought process after learning of this – specifically directed towards 
the Grindstone Well. The well produces approx 115k gallons per day. The reservoir 
alone can meet the max demand of 500k per day – however, the well cannot meet the 
max. What the Superintendent is proposing is to avoid the interconnection with the City 
of Worcester. The strategy would be to spend $20k on replacing the arsenic media in 
the well so that we can use the well, which also helps with blending. However, we 
should use the well sparingly in case of a potential water quality problem - we would be 
able to utilize the well if need be. It’s still important to conduct the interconnection 
however, since the trial provides another tool in the toolbox. Both the arsenic media 
replacement and the interconnection trial with both drain the reserve account. Another 
update is that a beaver dam was discovered and since then, we have received an 
emergency permit to breach the dam which will alleviate flow. Commissioner Levesque 
motioned to allow the trial interconnection with the City of Worcester and to also 
proceed with the arsenic media removal and replacement. Seconded by Chairman 
Bergin. All in favor. Approved. 

3. Arsenic Media – see above 
4. Stafford Industries Update – The Superintendent spoke with MassDEP in regard to the 

meeting they had about Stafford Industries. He made a request to MassDEP – asking to 
include all discussion and comments regarding their meeting be put into writing for our 
records. The Superintendent did speak with the Town of Leicester, in regard to Stafford 
industries, as recommended by MassDEP. The Town questioned why would they want 
to enter into a joint effort to try to enforce Stafford Industries to comply? They have no 
interest in entering into a joint effort. 
Also related, the Superintendent inquired to sprinkler companies regarding possible 
backflow installations at Stafford Industries. 
 
On another note, regarding the Zero Point solar project, the Superintendent spoke with 
Chelmsford Water Department regarding their solar project and asked for suggestions 
and comments. 

 
VI. COMMUNICATIONS 

 
VII. PERSONNEL 

 
VIII. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

A. Approval of Next Meeting - Commissioner DellaCava motioned to hold the next meeting on 
December 14, 2015 at 10:00 A.M. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved. 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT 

Commissioner Levesque motioned to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in 
favor. Approved. Meeting adjourned at 11:50 A.M.  

 
 
 



“This institution is an equal opportunity provider, and employer.” 


