
CHERRY VALLEY & ROCHDALE WATER DISTRICT 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 24, 2017 
10:00 A.M. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER - The meeting was called to order by Kevin M. Bergin at 10:00 A.M. 

The following were in attendance: 

Kevin M. Bergin, Chairman    Arthur E.J. Levesque, Commissioner 
Michael L. DellaCava, Commissioner   Michael F. Knox, Superintendent  
Barry Bachrach, CVRWD Attorney   Carla Davis, Recording Secretary 
Jen Wood, Treasurer     Greg Buteau, Rate Payer  
Tom Lennon, Rate Payer    John Annunziata, Rate Payer  
  
 

II. APPROVE MINUTES  
A. April 10, 2017 – Commissioner Levesque motioned to approve the Minutes of April 10, 

2017. Seconded by Commissioner DellaCava. All in favor. Approved. 
 

III. FINANCE  
A. Approve April 17, 2017 Warrants - Commissioner DellaCava motioned to approve the 

April 17, 2017 warrants. Seconded by Commissioner Levesque, All in favor. Approved. 
B. Approve April 24, 2017 Warrants- Commissioner DellaCava motioned to approve the 

April 24, 2017 warrants. Seconded by Commissioner Levesque, All in favor. Approved. 
C. Treasurer’s Report - Jen Wood, Treasurer, reviewed the March 2017 Treasurer’s 

Report with the Board.  
D. Bank Deposit – Jen reported to the board her findings from the last bank trip she made 

when depositing cash payments. When meeting with a bank representative, two issues 
were discussed. One is counterfeit money that we received from a customer when 
making a cash payment. The counterfeit money, was eventually accepted from the bank 
but it came with a warning and notification of what to look for in cash we receive from 
customers. The other issue that was mentioned to Jen by the bank representative is 
marijuana residue on money. New bank scanners now check for it and if residue is 
found, the federal government confiscates it. Attorney Bachrach is going to review the 
regulations on this issue before we make any moves or decisions on this process of our 
operations. Developing policies on this type of issue can bring out a lot of questions and 
at this point it’s too premature to make any decisions based on the limited information 
we have. 

 
IV. ADMINISTRATION 

A. Badger Presentation of 92-94 Sargent St Meter Test Results – Scotty Fitzgerald of 
Stiles Co distributed the meter testing report generated by Badger Meter Co. to all 
parties present. The report showed that the meter tested at industry standards and 
proved to be within 98-99% accurate according to the AWWA. It did show at one point 
that the meter did in fact register that the meter did record more than 25 gallons per 
hour which is over the standard. Normally we would see between 5-20 gallons per hour 
due to a stuck toilet. The only other time that he has seen this excessive amount was 
when a customer had a washing machine stuck on the rinse cycle for a long period of 
time. The red flag for Scotty was when he saw that the excessive use happened and 
then resolved after three days. If the meter was bad, it wouldn’t have stopped. After 



more discussion of different possibilities and scenarios, it was decided that due to the 
unusual circumstances, the account usage amount in question will be reduced to the 
account historical average amount of 735 cf. A credit adjustment will be made in his 
account and an adjusted bill will be sent to him. Motioned by Commissioner DellaCava. 
Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved. 

B. Review and Approve Annual Meeting Warrant – The Superintendent reviewed the 
Annual Meeting Warrant with the Board. Most all articles are boilerplate except for items 
9-13. Article 9 is the Main St Emergency repair approval – this was already approved by 
DLS and the proper protocol is to ratify this at the annual meeting. Arthur questioned 
what if the voters don’t approve it. The answer is that it was taken from free cash. If it’s 
not approved, we would have to raise rates to raise and appropriate these funds. Article 
10 is to rebuild the wall at the site of the Main St repair. Article 11 is to repave the Main 
St repair area. Article 12 is to begin the task of automation of the interconnection. This 
is not a full-blown automation rather than the start of it in a smaller portion. We met with 
Tata and Howard to identify what the priorities are and what needs to be done first and 
foremost. Article 13 – Purchasing water from the City of Worcester is extremely costly 
and we must account for every drop of water, which is why we need more new meters. 
Article 14 is one of the articles submitted in the Citizen’s Petition. This article is to put 
forth the process to have new provisions that will allow a change to the bylaws. The 
change will be to allow a recall vote to remove all officers of the District. Article 15 is the 
second article from the Citizens Petition to order an external forensic audit. This is 
puzzling since the District already conducts annual audits. However, based on the 
language from the article, Superintendent Knox contacted MassDOR to inquire on if 
they provide audit services. He was told that they do not conduct or order external 
audits. He also reached out to MassDPU asking the same question – to date, we have 
not heard back. The Superintendent will follow up if we don’t hear back within the next 
few days. The Superintendent also went a step further and contacted another water 
company who are also going through a similar situation and received a step by step 
process of what they have had to go through and what they are still going through – for 
more than a year now and have already spent over six figures. Attorney Bachrach 
stated that after a brief phone conversation with Mr. Shivick, it has become clear that 
he/they are mixing apples and oranges. Mr. Shivick indicated to Attorney Bachrach that 
the District had the opportunity to have a free audit. That however is wrong. The “free” 
audit that he was referring to was the promise made by Senator Moore on a District rate 
analysis, at what he thought would be conducted by the MassDPU. Those are two very 
different things. The rate analysis is not an audit. What they are asking in the petition is 
to have an external forensic audit. There is no relevance to each other. We also told 
MassDPU that we did go ahead and hired an independent Mass based consultant who 
specializes in municipal rates, so we are unsure at this point what else we should do to 
prove that we have not been doing our due diligence on behalf of the District. Both of 
the Citizen Petition articles, as submitted in original format, was inaccurate and needed 
to be changed to reflect the appropriate legal language. The forensic audit article also 
stated that the District Annual Meeting was to be suspended for 65 days to receive 
forensic audit bids. However, if the meeting was suspended, that would mean the entire 
District operations would have to be suspended – this is something everyone wants to 
avoid. After further discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner DellaCava to 
accept the Annual Meeting Warrant as printed. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in 
favor. Approved. 

C. Approval of FY18 Budget – The Board reviewed the proposed FY18 budget. This 
budget does not have any wiggle room whatsoever. We have reduced anywhere 
possible and unfortunately, we do not have room for any unknowns. Commissioner 



DellaCava motioned to accept the proposed FY18 Budget in the amount of 
$1,362,808.00. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved. 
 

V. OPERATIONS 
A. Superintendent’s Report 

1. Mill Street Repair – We replaced a corporation on Mill St that has been leaking for 
some time. This corp supplied three different locations. It was difficult and had lasted 
twice as long as expected. But it’s finally done. 
2. Onley Street Upgrade – We started the pipe upgrade today. Unfortunately, we had 
impending weather and we need to secure the site in order to prepare for the weather 
and continue work throughout the week. 
3. Lead & Copper Program – All water suppliers will feel the effect of the Flint MI 
problems across the nation. We have been given changes in our testing procedures. In 
addition to our normal 20 test sites, we now need 20 more and equal amounts of 
alternate testing sites. We now have to test 80 sites per year instead of our normal 20 
per year. We reached out to customers who met the criteria to ask them to cooperate 
and participate in our program. Unfortunately, we have not received many positive 
responses. Currently, the required criteria is pre 1983 and to confirm copper or iron pipe 
and that joints were saudered with a lead sauder.  
4. Water Management Application – We still have to process the WMA application and 
the Superintendent will be meeting with Tata and Howard to proceed with filing. Most of 
the work will have to be done by them since all of our time here is currently occupied.  

 
VI. COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Arthur asked about solar farm and if it was up and running yet. Answer: No, it is not 
connected.  

B. Arthur also questioned the voting procedure for our annual meeting. It was explained 
that only registered voters with the towns of Leicester and Oxford AND who reside 
within the District boundaries are eligible to vote. 

 
VII. PERSONNEL  

 
VIII. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

A. Approval of Next Meeting – Commissioner Levesque motioned to have the next 
CVRWD Board of Commissioners meeting on Monday, May 8th, 2017 at 10am. 
Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved. 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Levesque motioned to adjourn the meeting at 12:24 P.M. 

Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider, and employer.” 


