
CHERRY VALLEY & ROCHDALE WATER DISTRICT 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

March 27, 2017 
10:00 A.M. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER – The meeting was called to order by Kevin M. Bergin at 10:01 A.M.  
 

The following were in attendance: 
Kevin M. Bergin, Chairman    Arthur E.J. Levesque, Commissioner 
Michael L. DellaCava, Commissioner   Michael F. Knox, Superintendent  
Carla Davis, Recording Secretary   Greg Buteau, Rate Payer  
Tom Lennon, Rate Payer     

 
II. APPROVE MINUTES 

A. March 13, 2017 - Commissioner DellaCava motioned to approve the Minutes of 
March 13, 2017 as corrected. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved. 

 
III. FINANCE  

A. Approve March 20, 2017 Warrants - Commissioner DellaCava motioned to approve 
the March 20, 2017 warrants. Seconded by Chairman, All in favor. Approved. 

B. Approve March 27, 2017 Warrants - Commissioner DellaCava motioned to approve 
the 27, 2017 warrants. Seconded by Commissioner Levesque, All in favor. Approved. 

C. Treasurer’s Report – Jen Wood, Treasurer, reviewed the February 2017 Treasurer’s 
Report with the Board. 
 

IV. ADMINISTRATION 
 

V. OPERATIONS 
A. Superintendent’s Report 

1. 92-94 Sargent St Update – The Superintendent reported to the Board that the 
water meter was removed, picked up and sent to the manufacturer for testing. 
Badger must complete the testing since the meter is new to the market and there 
are no other companies who have developed the appropriate testing structure yet. 
The test results won’t be completed for another 2-3 weeks. Once the results are 
back, we can report the findings to the board and invite Mr. Annunziata back to 
discuss the results. 

2. 490 Main St Leak – There was another leak found in the same main on the 
opposite side of river. We were able to locate and repair the leak on our own since 
the depths were within our capability. We were able to use our own resources - 
with the exception of a larger trench box rental. It is now repaired and we are back 
up and running. We have started another leak audit since the leak was repaired 
and everything has been reported as being quiet with no sign of any new leaks. 
We currently have two hydrants that have been taken offline because they 
continue to leak - even after being re-built. It’s clear the leak must be coming from 
underground. The subject hydrants will remain off until the full repairs take place. 

3. Worcester Inter-Connection & Contract – The Superintendent reported to the 
Board that we have an issue that has developed at the site of the inter-connection. 
The valve that we use to turn the interconnection on and off is in need of repair 
already. It will either need full replacement or it may be able to be re-built. The 



problem with this valve is the operating nut in the body of the valve doesn’t have a 
lot of width to it and with the constant turning on and off, it stretches the threads 
causing it to get stripped. It is common in this type of valve. Hopefully we can 
replace the just the bonnet and not the entire valve. If so, we will give the bonnet 
that we remove to Don Smith and he will send it to the main manufacturing co. The 
brass shaft and nut we are hoping to have made to stainless steel if the cost is 
reasonable. The brass is softer and stretches which is why we are having this 
problem. We did buy a spare bonnet to have when this occurs again, since we 
only had 6 months of use on this valve. We found this when operating the valve 
the other day and realized that the valve was closing very hard. We will let the 
board know if we need to replace or rebuild. 

4. MassDEP Update –WMA Permit – The Superintendent met with MassDEP to 
discuss our WMA permit renewal. After speaking with them, he doesn’t see the 
process being too detailed. We will be working with Tata & Howard to ensure the 
submittal. The positive side to this is that we our annual average daily withdrawal 
limit is 270k per day. In the permit, they will say that we are able to extend to 370k 
per day without mitigation. There is a series of mitigation however, we will not be 
forced to mitigate unless the City of Worcester exceeds their limit. The whole 
renewal process may take the remainder of the year to complete. The only other 
variable that changed is that there’s a section that deals specifically with drought 
management. The State thought it would be best if we adopted the City of 
Worcester’s plan as well. Therefore, we will include our plan and supplement it 
with the city of Worcester’s plan. Chairman Bergin stated that in the past, we’ve 
adopted the May to October outdoor water restriction rule, but things have 
changed and we’re not taking any water from Henshaw Pond. Why can’t we just 
follow the Worcester water restrictions? The superintendent said that instead of 
dealing with a change, we should just follow what we have been doing and will 
also follow Worcester’s drought level. Even though we’re not drawing water from 
Henshaw Pond, MassDEP won’t budge on editing our permit requirements as far 
as the outdoor water use restrictions go. Chairman Bergin asked if we can perhaps 
tweak the language in it. The Superintendent said he will check with them to see if 
that’s possible.  

5. Lead & Copper – The Superintendent met with Josephine from MassDEP to 
discuss the revised lead and copper sampling program. They have increased the 
requirements and are now required to conduct 40 samples this year instead of 20 
samples. The good part of the meeting was when the Superintendent 
communicated to her that we still have the original samples and all documentation 
since we began the program back in 1995. This is a good thing because we won’t 
need to re-certify these locations. The task at hand will be to find 15-20 alternate 
sites where the homeowner will cooperate and allow us to take samples and in 
addition, will need to be acceptable to MassDEP. Chairman Bergin asked if we 
identify a site to be acceptable, can we also use a neighbor as an alternate site. 
Yes, we can. With the revised rule, we now won’t need an even distribution 
throughout the district. As an example, we could select all 40 samples in the same 
area or on the same street if we choose. This wasn’t the case before. The new 
requirements will be for the testing to be completed in May and September. On 
another note: The ASR will also be submitted by the end of this week.  

VI. COMMUNICATIONS 
A. Added item: The Superintendent handed out the April schedule to show the board 

the items we have to complete – the continued Chapel Street project which is 
decommissioning the six inch pipe, the Mill St and Church Place ongoing leak repair, 



terminations, etc. The Board reviewed the termination notice that will be mailed to 
customers with past due balances in the April 1, 2017 bill. They also reviewed the list 
of outstanding accounts that will be subject to terminations. 

B. The Superintendent notified the Board of the passing of Don Tata. He passed away 
on Saturday from pancreatic cancer after being recently diagnosed in August. The 
wake is tomorrow and the funeral is on Wednesday. We will send something to show 
our condolences since Tata and Howard has been involved with the District for 
almost 30 years. 

 
VII. PERSONNEL 
 
VIII. DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Commissioner Levesque motioned to approve the next 

meeting date of April 10, 2017 at 10am. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. 
Approved. 

 

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION – Commissioner Levesque motioned to enter into executive 
session to discuss strategy with respect to litigation and further moved that upon the 
conclusion of executive session, the Board will adjourn today’s meeting with no further 
discussion. Roll call: Commissioner DellaCava, Yes. Commissioner Levesque, Yes. 
Chairman Bergin, Yes.  All in favor. Approved.  

 
X. ADJOURNMENT - Commissioner Levesque motioned to adjourn the regular session 

meeting. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved. Meeting adjourned at 
12:05 P.M.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider, and employer.” 


