
CHERRY VALLEY & ROCHDALE WATER DISTRICT 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

May 8, 2017 
10:00 A.M. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER – The meeting was called to order by Kevin M. Bergin at 10:00 A.M. 

The following were in attendance: 
Kevin M. Bergin, Chairman   Arthur E.J. Levesque, Commissioner 
Michael L. DellaCava, Commissioner  Michael F. Knox, Superintendent  
Greg Buteau, Customer    Tom Lennon, Customer 
Carla Davis, Recording Secretary 
 

II. APPROVE MINUTES 
A. April 24, 2017 –Commissioner DellaCava motioned to approve the Minutes of April 24, 

2017 as corrected. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. Discussion: in the minutes, it was 
stated that the flow at 92-94 Sargent Street showed gallons per minute but should in 
fact be changed to gallons per hour. All in favor. Approved. 
 

III. FINANCE 
A. Approve May 1, 2017 Warrants –Commissioner Levesque motioned to approve the 

May 1, 2017 warrants. Seconded by Commissioner DellaCava, All in favor. Approved. 
B. Approve May 8, 2017 Warrants – Commissioner Levesque motioned to approve the 

May 8, 2017 warrants. Seconded by Commissioner DellaCava, All in favor. Approved. 
C. April Bank Transfers – Commissioner DellaCava motioned to approve the April 2017 

bank transfers. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved. 
D. FY17 Financial Audit Schedule – Our auditors, A.R. Alario, requested to schedule the 

FY17 audit later this year. They would like to perform the field work in November 
instead of August like their regular past schedule. Historically, we have always had the 
field work portion done in August and into September if needed. We don’t want to 
change our process and would rather keep the schedule as usual. Also, we cannot 
certify free cash until the audit is complete and reported to the board. The earlier the 
better to have it completed. We will call them back and inform them that we’d like to 
keep the same process. 

 
IV. ADMINISTRATION 

A. Outdoor Water Use Restriction – Per our Water Management Act Permit, we must 
enact an Outdoor Water Use Restriction from May 1st through Sept 30th of every year. 
Even though the drought status is back to normal and we are not utilizing Henshaw 
Pond, according to MassDEP, we still must comply with these restrictions. A motion was 
made by Commissioner DellaCava to renew the Outdoor Water Use Restriction from 
May 1, 2017 through September 30, 2017. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. 
Approved. 

B. Lead and Copper Update – To date, we have secured the required 40 primary sites for 
the Lead and Copper Testing. Bottles were distributedthis morning and will be picked up 
tomorrow morning. The bottles will then be picked up on Wednesday morning by 
Microbac Laboratories. The trouble we’ve experienced is finding and securing 40 
secondary sites which include on-site testing. The difficulty is receiving customer’s 
approval to participate in this program. We believe that many customers are either not 
keen on allowing our staff to enter their homes or they’re afraid to find out if lead is 



present in their pipes. If lead is present, the only thing we are required to do is provide 
customers with educational materials about lead in the water. This new lead and copper 
program, along with the additional water quality sampling has cost the District roughly, 
$2,000 to complete. 

C. Green Street Land Purchase–We were approached by Randy Davis of Davis Auto. He 
is in the process of closing on a parcel of property on Green Street. The parcel abuts 
our land where the standpipes are located. Initially we thought that we couldn’t allow 
anyone to have access, but the deed does in fact show a right away and a deeded right 
to a bar gate. The land in which the right of way is on, including the provisions doesn’t 
limit us whatsoever. If he buys it subject to the easement and doesn’t disrupt or alter the 
easement in any way, we can’t object. The board agreed that they have no objections, 
as long as there is no disruption to the Districts right of way. 

D. By-Law Discussions–The board discussed the possibility of revising the requirements 
or proof of documentation for candidates of water commissioner. Currently the bylaws 
state that you must reside within the boundaries of the district. Initially we discussed 
whether the bylaws should be changed to allow only rate payers to actually run and 
after research, it would need enabling act amendments. There are many factors to 
discuss and figure out. At this point, there is nothing stated in the bylaws one way or the 
other. After further discussion, it was determined that Attorney Bachrach will use his 
own discretion and may prepare and send a letter to a candidate to confirm residency. A 
motion was made by Commissioner DellaCava to allow Attorney Bachrach to send said 
letter as deemed necessary. Seconded by Commissioner Levesque. Chairman Bergin 
opposed. Majority Approved. 

E. City of Worcester Update – Currently there is no update. The individual that the 
Superintendent deals with has been on vacation this week.  
 

V. OPERATIONS 
A. Superintendent’s Report 

1. Onley Street Water Main Upgrade Update – Project completed and road has been 
restored.  

2. Hayes Pump - Booster Pump Update – We have learned that the booster 
pumpbearings are faulty. Hayes Pump has already ordered replacement bearings at no 
cost to the District. 

3. Tata & Howard Meeting Update – The Superintendent reported that he 
receivedresults from Tata & Howard on the interconnection project. Unfortunately, it 
looks like we cannot do a complete automation project, like we had hoped. Due to cost, 
it looks like we will only be able to do it on small scale and start the automation process 
slowly. This is disappointing since we have been spending so much on overtime pay 
for the staff to manually operate the interconnection twice daily, including weekends. If 
complete automation was a feasible project, we would most definitely see the constant 
overtime pay disappear.  

 
VI. COMMUNICATIONS 
 

VII. PERSONNEL 
 

VIII. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
A. Approval of Next Meeting – Commissioner Levesque motioned to hold the next 

meeting on Tuesday, May 16, 2017 at 10:00 A.M. Seconded by Commissioner 
DellaCava. All in favor. Approved. 
 

 



IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
A. Commissioner Levesque motioned to enter into executive session to conduct strategy 

sessions in preparation for negotiations with non-union personnel and further motioned that 
upon the conclusion of executive session, the Board will adjourn today’s meeting with no 
further discussion. Seconded by Commissioner DellaCava. Under Discussion: Chairman 
Bergin declared that discussing strategy with respect to collective bargaining or litigation 
during the open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the 
Cherry Valley and Rochdale Water District. Chairman Bergin requested a roll call vote from 
each Commissioner. Commissioner DellaCava: Yes, Commissioner Levesque: Yes, 
Chairman Bergin: Yes. Approved. The Board entered into Executive Session at 11:37 A.M.  
 

X. ADJOURNMENT 
A. Commissioner Levesque motioned to adjourn the regular session meeting. Seconded 
by Commissioner DellaCava. All in favor. Approved. Meeting adjourned at 12:41 P.M.   

 

 
 

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider, and employer.” 


