
CHERRY VALLEY & ROCHDALE WATER DISTRICT 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

March 26, 2018 
10:00 A.M. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER - The meeting was called to order by Kevin M. Bergin at 10:00 AM. 

The following were in attendance: 
 
Kevin M. Bergin, Chairman   Arthur E.J. Levesque, Commissioner 
Michael L. DellaCava    Benjamin Morris, Superintendent 
Jennifer Wood, Treasurer    Carla Davis, Recording Secretary 
Greg Buteau, Customer    Tom Lennon, Customer 
Margaret Darling, Customer    
 

II. APPROVE MINUTES 
A. March 12, 2018 - Commissioner Della Cava motioned to approve the Minutes of 

March 12, 2018. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved. 
 

III. FINANCE 
A. Approve March 19, 2018 Warrants - Commissioner DellaCava motioned to 
approve the March 19, 2018 warrants. Seconded by Commissioner Levesque. All in 
Favor. Approved.  

B. Approve March 26, 2018 Warrants - Commissioner DellaCava motioned to 
approve the March 26, 2018 warrants. Seconded by Commissioner Levesque. All in 
Favor. Approved.  

C. Approve FY19 Operating Budget – The Board was presented with the revised 
proposed FY19 Operating Budget. The only changes made since last meeting are the 
line items for tank inspection amounts and insurance amounts. Both of which 
increased. Mr. Buteau asked what the amounts of those increases were. The tank 
inspection line item increased by $5,268 totaling $10,500 and the insurance increased 
by $40,900 totaling $147,500 (note: insurance includes health, general, workers 
comp, auto, bonds, etc). Mr. Buteau then asked about water meters and what the 
increase represents. The water meter line item increased $19,200 totaling $30,000 
which includes a purchasing 100 meters, as opposed to 40 water meters the prior 
year. Mr. Buteau also commented that he thought it was very early to approve an 
operating budget and can’t think back to it ever happening this early. The reason 
being for the early approval is because our Jen, our Treasurer will be going on 
maternity leave and we felt the need to be prepared. Commissioner DellaCava 
motioned to approve the FY19 Operating budget. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All 
in favor. Approved. 

D. Treasurers Report – Jen reviewed the February Treasurer’s Report with the 
Board. Mr. Buteau asked what the cumulative operating revenue is. Answer: 
$1,227,771.94. He then asked what the operating expenses were. Answer: 
$524,411.98.  Mrs. Darling asked if the treasurer’s report was available to view 
online. Answer: No, but she is always welcome to request a copy. 
 

IV. ADMINISTRATION 



A. Supplemental Medicare Benefits – Jen was present to answer any questions 
that the board may still have in regard to the Supplemental Medicare benefits to be 
offered to District retirees. Commissioner Levesque asked why we didn’t get any 
quotes from other insurance companies. Jen responded because it has to go 
through the companies existing plan which is currently is Fallon. Commissioner 
Levesque said that there are companies out there that have zero premiums for 
coverage. Mr. Buteau said that the individuals have the ability to choose their own 
supplemental and pay their own supplemental. It’s clear that everyone agrees that 
this is an issue and needs to be addressed and/or changed. The Board would like 
more investigating done. The plan in question still needs to be decided on – with 
or without RX coverage, in addition to Medicare Part A and Part B.  Mr. Lennon 
asked if we could look into going under the Town of Leicester insurance. Answer is 
no, because we are not owned by the town nor employed by the Town. Mrs. 
Darling stated: Captain Obvious – this is not sustainable whatsoever. This is well 
understood and unfortunately, this is not a plan the board is keen on voting on. 
Commissioner DellaCava suggested that perhaps we have a new article in the 
May Annual Meeting to change the existing language to the article – he does not 
want “grandfathering” language in it. Unfortunately, at this time, we are bound by 
the terms we have at the moment – but it doesn’t mean they can’t be changed in 
the future. We will need to meet again after more investigation is completed and 
will need to act on it at another meeting. Being unsure of what our options are or 
will be, we must obtain legal counsel and Attorney Bachrach will have to review. 
We may or may not be able to change it. Chairman Bergin doesn’t believe we can 
hold off on voting on this right now. Commissioner DellaCava respectfully 
disagrees.  Commissioner DellaCava stated that the current retiree currently has 
insurance and it’s not like he won’t be covered if we don’t vote. Chairman Bergin 
strongly suggested that we meet again on Friday, March 30, 2018 to review the 
answers to the questions we relay to Attorney Bachrach. This will allow us time to 
figure out how this impacts the individual & spouse. Commissioner DellaCava 
motioned to reach out to Barry Bachrach ASAP to receive clarification of Articles 
13 and 14 – to act or not act. Seconded by Commissioner Levesque. All in favor. 
Approved.  
 

V. OPERATIONS 
A. Superintendent’s Report 

1. Inter-Connection Automation Project Update – The Superintendent reported 
that the bid opening was held on March 15th and unfortunately, we only had one 
bidder. The one and only bid came out much higher than what we estimated. Tata 
and Howard reviewed their submittal and thought it was totally unjustified. Many 
factors come into play such as: the timeframe may have been too tight, a blizzard 
occurred the day before the bid, etc. If we decide to rebid, we should change it to a 
less of a time frame which, we may see multiple lower bidders – that is the hope 
anyway. The cost to re-bid is $4,500 more, but may save us money in the long run 
– as opposed to the one bid of 120k higher than originally estimated in the project 
budget. Commissioner Levesque asked what this would do with MassDEP. The 
Superintendent had already emailed Margo Webber at MassDEP, with no 
response to date. However, Paul Howard from Tata and Howard called Marielle 
Stone from MassDEP and she was okay with rebidding and extending the project 
deadline an additional 3 months. Commissioner Levesque motioned to reject the 
one and only bid that was submitted. Seconded by Commissioner DellaCava. All 



in favor. Approved. Commissioner Levesque motioned to re-bid the Automation 
Project. Seconded by Commissioner DellaCava. All in favor. Approved. 
 
2. MassDEP Update – Mentioned above in item A-1. 

 
VI. COMMUNICATIONS 
 
VII. PERSONNEL – Mr. Buteau asked if the new employee was going to be receiving a 

raise because of testing/licensing completion which was listed on a previous agenda. 
The Superintendent replied that he didn’t believe it had to be but will check with 
Attorney Bachrach. If so, we will add it to an upcoming agenda. 

 
VIII. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

A. Approval of Next Meeting - Commissioner DellaCava motioned to have the next 
meeting on Friday, March 30, 2018 at 10am. Seconded by Commissioner 
Levesque. Discussion: The only agenda item will be Medicare Supplemental 
Benefits. All in favor. Approved.  
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT - Commissioner DellaCava motioned to adjourn the meeting. 
Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in Favor. Approved. Meeting adjourned at 11:27 
A.M. 

 
 

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider, and employer.” 


