
 
 

CHERRY VALLEY & ROCHDALE WATER DISTRICT 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

January 14, 2019 
10:00 A.M. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER - The meeting was called to order by Kevin M. Bergin at 10:00 AM. 

The following were in attendance: 
 
Kevin M. Bergin, Chairman    Greg Buteau, Customer  
Michael L. DellaCava, Commissioner   Tom Lennon, Customer  
Arthur E.J. Levesque, Commissioner   Margaret Darling, Customer 
Benjamin Morris, Superintendent 
Cheryl Balkus, Clerk      
          

II. APPROVE MINUTES 
A. November 26, 2018 - Commissioner DellaCava motioned to approve the Minutes 

of November 26, 2018. Seconded by Commissioner Levesque. All in favor. 
Approved. 

B. December 10, 2018 Joint Meeting– Commissioner DellaCava motioned to 
approve the Joint Meeting Minutes of December 10, 2018. Seconded by 
Commissioner Levesque. All in favor. Approved.  

Customer Buteau asked what is the fee charged for the audit. Per 
Treasurer Jennifer Wood it is approximately $12,000 that falls under the budget 
line item Accounting Fees.  
 

III. FINANCE 
A. Approve December 3, 2018 Warrants–Commissioner Levesque motioned to 

approve the December 3, 2018 warrants. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in 
Favor. Approved. 

B. Approve December 10, 2018 Warrants–Commissioner Levesque motioned to 
approve the December 10, 2018 warrants. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in 
Favor. Approved. 

C. Approve December 17, 2018 Warrants–Commissioner Levesque motioned to 
approve the December 17, 2018 warrants. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in 
Favor. Approved. 

D. Approve December 24, 2018 Warrants - Commissioner Levesque motioned to 
approve the December 24, 2018 warrants. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in 
Favor. Approved. 

E. Approve December 31, 2018 Warrants - Commissioner Levesque motioned to 
approve the December 31, 2018 warrants. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in 
Favor. Approved. 

F. Approve January 7, 2019 Warrants - Commissioner Levesque motioned to 
approve the January 7, 2019 warrants. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in 
Favor. Approved. 

G. Approve January 14, 2019 Warrants - Commissioner Levesque motioned to 
approve the January 14, 2019 warrants. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in 
Favor. Approved. 



 
 

H. November Bank Transfers - Commissioner Levesque motioned to approve the 
November 2018 bank transfers. The transfer of $28,754.00 from Water to the 
Sewer checking account. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in Favor. 
Approved. 

I. December Bank Transfers - Commissioner Levesque motioned to approve the 
December 2018 bank transfers. The transfer of $32,525.77 from Water to the 
Sewer checking account. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in Favor. 
Approved. 
 

 
IV. ADMINISTRATION 

A. Contractor approval for 10 Reservoir St Cherry Valley – Replacement of 
water line.  Commissioner Levesque motioned to approve the application for the 
water service renewal. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in Favor. Approved. 

B. Revision to Termination / Payment Plan Policies  
 1. Termination Policy - The Superintendent presented a draft to the Board of 
Commissioners to a revision of the termination policy by adding excavation of 
services. With Board of Commissioners approval of the draft, it will then be given 
to Attorney Bachrach for a final approval of the policy. Line item 6 of the policy is 
that we will use the approved contractor list to repair the shut off to terminate 
services. Motion to approve the draft by Commissioner Levesque, seconded by 
Commissioner DellaCava. All in favor. Approved.  
2. Payment Plan Policy – Plans are set up once service has been terminated. A 
revision was required to clarify to assist the Clerk and Treasurer going forward 
when service is terminated. With the Board of Commissioners approval of the draft 
it will then be given to Attorney Bachrach for a final approval of the policy. Motion 
to approve the draft by Commissioner Levesque. Seconded by Chairman Bergin. 
All in favor. Approved. 
   
 

V. OPERATIONS 
A. Superintendent’s Report 

1. System Improvements 
The interconnection has been up and running well. 220,000 gallons per day is the 
average compared to 270,000 gallons per day. The Superintendent addressed the 
Board about the hydraulic study and if they had anything further to discuss. Main 
concerns are extending the water main approximately 500 feet in the Sargent St 
area to give more redundancy and flow. The study had put it up to approximately 
$200,000.00. The second thought is to convert the old clear well to a storage tank 
so when the pump comes on it will boost to the pressure in Rochdale, it will allow 
the system to run smoother and assist the customers of Henshaw Street. The 
estimated cost is $240,000.00. Commissioner Levesque inquired as to the age of 
the old the pipes on Route 9. Per the Superintendent, unknown. If the old piping 
breaks a good portion of the Valley would be without water. The Superintendent 
and Commissioner Levesque agree to be proactive. Funding would be from free 
cash so it does not affect the water rates. The clear well is a backup secondary 
plan in lieu of the replacement of the pipes on Sargent Street. Chairman Bergin 
raised a concern of what we have on the plan and to ensure that we stay in line 
and to remain consistent with the DEP. When the Superintendent previously 



 
 

responded to the DEP they were informed that we could do only what we can 
afford. Customer Buteau asked if DEP would consider about getting the 
Grindstone well converted in order of cost savings. Chairman Bergin responded 
that there is $500,000.00 – $600,000.00 of work, but we would need to go back 
and review the logic. The Superintendent indicated re permitting estimated cost for 
this is over $10,000.00. All chemical injections ports needs to be brought up above 
ground, ways to handle the chemicals, etc… What is it all going to cost to do this is 
a question. Chairman Bergin stated that Tata & Howard has some preliminary 
numbers that could be looked at again, the numbers were in the range of 
$600,000 to $1 million dollars to bring the well back on line. The Superintendent 
will get more information to validate this. Commissioner Levesque asked if the well 
was to be back on line, treated & mixed with Worcester water thru the clear well. 
The Clearwater is the holding tank. Everything is empty at this time. Some updates 
can be done by utilizing free cash and the Superintendent believes addressing 
some of that the hydraulic study is only going to benefit the district. Customer 
Buteau inquired as to how much the City of Worcester bill was. The 
Superintendent said we’re billed monthly, the billing cycles from the city are not 
consistent that they vary at 30 days or could be longer. The December bill was 
$35,000. Customer Lennon inquired about billed vs unbilled. The Superintendent 
receives at the end of the year report from our billing system to see what the 
comparison will be. There are (2) two meters, one is located at the Worcester line 
and the other is at the Henshaw Street Booster Station measuring Rochdale 
usage. 
 

VI. COMMUNICATIONS 
A. Congressman McGovern meeting update  

The Superintendent was not notified that there was a meeting being held at the 
Town Hall Tuesday, January 8th. This meeting was a continuation of a meeting 
that was held last May regarding the sewer situation. In attendance was the Town 
of Leicester, Senator Moore, representation from Congressman Mc Governs office 
and Mass DEP. Mass DEP was very surprised that we were not notified of the 
meeting. There was no one in particular taking notes. Customer Buteau realized  
of the meeting while watching the Selectman Meeting when it was mentioned at 
the closing of the meeting without mention of what time it was to be held. He 
phoned the Town Hall in the morning to inquire what time the meeting was if he 
may sit in. He added with the amount of people at attendance at the meeting 
someone knew that this meeting was going to happen was stunned how the poorly 
the communications was handled. In summary as for the water side, 
Congressman Mc Governs office believes that they can receive funding to do a 
study to consolidate all systems. This would require all of the Board of 
Commissioners to be in agreement to obtain the funding to do the study. If all 
Boards are not in agreement the funding would not be available and the study 
would not be done. CVRWD is on board to have this done. Commissioner 
DellaCava commented that we have attempted this many of times that ended with 
several disagreements and without movement. Customer Buteau, thought it was a 
disjointed meeting with very poor communications to all parties involved. Chairman 
Bergin spoke that there is funding sitting out there for Community and Economic 
Development that we may be eligible to receive. Customer Buteau, is interested in 
knowing what the criteria is in order to receive this funding. Chairman Bergin said 



 
 

that we’re at the end of the state cycle and now we are in the new one for the next 
2 years. With this, certain changes of positions and with the Congressman’s office 
exploring who would take over the sewer district perhaps these are the criteria’s to 
fall under the Community and Economic Funding. Senator Moore mentioned that 
he met with at least 40 people. The main topic of conversation was the water rates 
without any mention of sewer. Chairman Bergin requested that the Superintendent 
send an email to all parties involved to remind we all have to be notified to be part 
of decisions. 
 

VII. PERSONNEL 
A. Appointment of Clerk – Tabled for the next meeting. 

 
VIII. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

A. Approval of Next Meeting – Chairman Bergin spoke about the evening meetings. 
The Superintendent and 1 of the Commissioners have scheduling conflicts. The 
recommendation is to change the meetings from the 2nd and 4th Monday at 10:00 
AM to the 1st & 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 PM. Commissioner DellaCava motioned to 
hold the next meeting Tuesday, February 5, 2019 @ 7:00 PM. Seconded by 
Chairman Bergin. All in favor. Approved.   
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT - Commissioner DellaCava motioned to adjourn the meeting. 
Seconded by Chairman Bergin. All in Favor. Approved. Meeting adjourned at 11:34 
AM. 
 

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider, and employer.” 


